Thursday, 23 November 2006                       Attention of:  Celia Wigg, Eastern Daily Press

PRESS RELEASE             Embargo: Monday, 27 November 2006
[image: image1.jpg]



Campaign formed to fight turbine proposal for Hempnall

Residents from the villages of Hempnall, Saxlingham, Shotesham, Topcroft, Bedingham & Woodton have formed a local community campaign to fight plans by the German owned company, Enertrag UK Ltd, to erect a seven turbine wind station north east of Hempnall.

The Campaign Group will be known by the acronym SHOWT: ‘Stop Hempnall’s On-shore Wind Turbines’.

‘SHOWT’ campaign will be launched officially on Sunday 10th December 2006 at the start of a one hour walk around part of the Hempnall countryside where the seven wind turbines are proposed for development.  The route of the walk will pass close to ‘Little Wood’, one of two woodland sites designated as sites of special scientific interest (SSSI) which would be overshadowed by the turbines.

Letters are being delivered to every household in Hempnall and surrounding parishes inviting villagers to the campaign launch and to join in the walk beginning from Hempnall Village Hall at 2pm on Sunday 10th December 2006  

The Chairman of Hempnall Parish Council, Mr Geoff Moulton, has been asked to chair the new campaign.  Speaking from his home in Hempnall Mr Moulton said: “ I have lived in Hempnall all my life (58 years) and have a profound love for the rural tranquility that our village and surrounding villages offer.  The heart of Hempnall lies in a conservation area.  I believe that the proposed wind station would ruin the beauty of our local landscape”. 

SHOWT’s Mission Statement declares the campaign’s support for renewable energy schemes but believes that Enertrag has chosen an inappropriate site which will create “a major and unacceptable visual impact on the quality of Hempnall’s rural landscape and the entitlement of local people and visitors to enjoy this precious amenity”.

Geoff Moulton, Chairman of SHOWT and Michael Windridge, South Norfolk Councillor for Hempnall & Woodton, have each written to the two local landowners urging them to withdraw from the Enertrag scheme and pursue other less environmentally destructive farm diversification schemes.
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